
 
Jefferson Football Families and the Westside Community, 

 

Since our 2020 season we renewed our commitment to our football program for the youth.  In 

January we began the process of our reorganizing our youth program, Westside Football Club, by 

offering free practice and competition opportunities.  With the help of our high school coaching staff, 

we’ve been able to hold regular sessions between two and three days per week for our third through 

eighth grade players with the help of our current high school players as well.  So far, the program has 

seen 150 register and is still growing.  We are improving, but now we need to take the next step. 

 

We have two big challenges as we move forward and take that step.  The first is to make sure that 

every young player on the Westside who wants to play organized flag and tackle football can do so.  

The second is to recruit and organize the coaches and support staff who will run our youth teams to 

be aligned with the Jefferson High School program.   

 

Football and youth sports are increasingly expensive.  Helmets & equipment, referees, liability and 

other costs go up and never come back down.  To tackle this, we have begun fundraising efforts 

within Westside Football Club to offset the cost of tackle and flag leagues and we have reached out to 

leagues around the area to get support for improving participation in youth football.  We have seen 

support on both fronts, and we are going to be able to offer a significant cost discount to Westside 

Football Club members who want to play youth football.  In addition, we are using funds generated to 

help pay the way for families who aren’t in the financial position to afford the cost.  We believe every 

player who wants to play football should be able to do so.  Where there’s a will, there’s a way.  Refer 

to our flier or jhawkfootball.com to see how to register. 

 

To tackle the second, we are recruiting and asking for willing volunteers to coach, lead, and organize 

our youth league participants.  We believe you do not need to be an expert coach to be the best 

coach for a youth team; you just need to care and give time.  To support our volunteer coaches, we 

will begin holding virtual and in person clinics and include our volunteers in our WFC practice 

sessions to support them in carrying on the quality coaching needed to develop our youth. 

 

High School Football is a special experience.  The bonds that build lasting friendships and strong 

character begin early in the lives of our children.  At Jefferson we are more dedicated than ever to 

building strong futures for our Westside kids. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Buesing 

Head Football Coach 

Jefferson High School 
 

https://www.jhawkfootball.com/wsfb-club.html

